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www.laurentianlakesidecottages.com

See 
p.14 for 
listings

Lucyne FARAND
514 952-6316 lucynefarand.com

http://www.locationdanielboivin.com
https://www.equipemillion.com/en/
http://www.pickrellsicecream.com/
https://gillianhartley.com/en/
http://www.laurentianlakesidecottages.com/en/
http://www.philippamurray.com
https://lyndsaywood.com/en/
http://www.lyndsaywood.com/
https://maisons-laurentides.com/
https://www.sue-singleton.com/
https://lucynefarand.com/en/
https://lessentiers.ca/en/
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http://www.locationdanielboivin.com
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http://www.noritech.ca/
https://bilingualtraining.ca/vocational-training/about-us/
http://www.locationmadden.com
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#newsmatters FEATURE

This 
   Quebec Community Newspaper Association special feature is 

   made possible through the generous support of our sponsors.

Small but
mighty papers
deliver impact

journalism

E very day, Trevor Greenway 
sees the impact of his 
work. 

Greenway is the editor of The 
Low Down to Hull and Back 
News, an independent week-
ly English-language newspa-
per in Wake� eld which covers 
parts of the Outaouais region. 

“If you’re new to the area, the 
� rst three things you learn 
about are the Black Sheep Inn, 
Wake� eld Spring water and the 
Low Down,” says Greenway. 
“People won’t read about the 
town council in Low or Den-
holm in the Ottawa Citizen or 
on the CBC website, but they’ll 
read it here.” 

The 29 English-language and 
bilingual member publica-
tions of the Quebec Commu-
nity Newspapers Association 
(QCNA) distribute weekly, bi-
weekly, monthly, and daily to 
some 384,000 readers, focus-
ing on high-impact local news. 
According to the QCNA, three 
out of � ve English-speaking 
residents of areas served by 
the association read their lo-
cal paper.  >>

WHY THIS COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER MATTERS:

REACHING 384,000 OF READERS ACROSS ALL ENGLISH QUEBEC COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS

BY RUBY IRENE PRATKA

https://qcna.qc.ca/


5main.street@xplornet.caMay 2022MAIN STREET

#newsmatters FEATURE
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of whom are unilingual and lack internet 
access. In the 
 rst year of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the paper produced daily on-
line public health digests, which were 
then shared around the community. The 
extra work stretched the paper’s sta�  of 
four to the limit but reinforced its public 
service role. 

FILLING A VOID
During the COVID-19 pandemic, as 
large regional newspapers have shrunk 
further due to advertising constraints, 
community newspapers have 
 lled a 
void and helped readers understand a 
rapidly changing world. 

In May 2020, veteran Montreal Gazette re-
porter Brenda O’Farrell founded The 1019 
Report, covering all 1,019 square kilo-
metres of Vaudreuil-Soulanges. Existing 
local publications had closed, and the 
Gazette had stopped running a weekly 
segment that focused on the area. 

“This area, which has one of the fast-
est-growing English-speaking popula-
tions in the province, had no local En-
glish media,” O’Farrell says. Her goal 
was to launch a “hyperlocal publication 
worthy of people’s time,” and the week-
ly quickly stepped into the gap le�  by its 
vanished predecessors. 

Thanks to a risk-taking town council-
lor, O’Farrell exposed a real estate cov-
er-up, and her reporting led to major 
changes in local urban planning policy. 
“We were able to give voice to one per-
son who said, ‘This is wrong,’ tease out 
what was and wasn’t true and give peo-
ple the proper information,” she says. 
“This is the role newspapers play in a 
democracy.” 

STORIES MAKING 
NATIONAL HEADLINES
Community newspapers are sta� ed by 
dedicated journalists who leverage the 
trust they have gained from years of 
community involvement to cover stories 
that make national headlines. 

Last fall, a Chelsea teacher called Gre-
enway at the Low Down newsroom to 
say her colleague, Fatemeh Anvari, had 

been reassigned a� er wearing a hijab in 
class during the height of the province-
wide debate about Bill 21. Greenway met 
Anvari, who was initially reluctant to be 
interviewed, and spoke to her about the 
story’s potential impact. 

“She was worried the story would put a 
target on her back, but she got so much 
support,” Greenway recalls. A Léger 
poll suggested that support for the sec-
ularism law dropped from 64 per cent 
to 55 per cent a� er the Low Down pub-
lished Anvari’s story; Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau expressed his support 
for Anvari, and the story was picked up 
by The Washington Post and The Globe 
and Mail.  

“All political stories start at the local 
level, and (Anvari’s) story is a great ex-
ample of that,” comments Low Down 
publisher Nikki Mantell. Like Ryan, 
Mantell has devoted her entire profes-
sional life to community journalism.

Greenway launched his journalism ca-
reer at the Low Down before working for 
a daily paper in Ottawa. In 2021, he re-
turned to the paper as its editor. 

“I did break some big stories in Ottawa, 
but I don’t feel that they had the same 
impact on the readership.” Community 
journalists, however, can explore major 
stories that have an impact on people 
directly at home, Greenway says.

>> HOLDING COMMUNITIES TOGETHER
Quebec’s English-language communi-
ty newspapers are part of the glue that
holds their respective communities to-
gether, keeping long-departed former
residents abreast of happenings in their 
hometown and o� en covering great dis-
tances.

Lily Ryan is the publisher of The West 
Quebec Post (established in 1896), The 
Pontiac Journal, The Aylmer Bulletin 
and The Gatineau Bulletin. Ryan notes 
that until her father, Fred Ryan, found-
ed the bilingual Pontiac Journal, no En-
glish- or French-language newspaper 
covered the entirety of the vast, mostly 
rural Pontiac region, an area that takes 
two hours to drive. The Journal’s slogan 
is “Uniting the Pontiac.” 

The Gaspé Spec, an English-language 
weekly in the Gaspé, plays a similar 
role, uniting far-¥ ung English-speak-
ing communities in Eastern Quebec. 
Before the Spec published its 
 rst edi-
tion in 1975, Gaspesians “knew more 
about New Brunswick a� airs than they 
did about Quebec,” the paper’s website 
explains. The Spec is the only regional 
newspaper covering the nearly 350-ki-
lometre area from Rivière-au-Renard to 
Matapédia. 

Publisher Penny MacWhirter explains 
that the Spec plays a vital role in the 
lives of English-speaking seniors, many 

Publisher Penny 
MacWhirter explains 
that the Spec plays 
a vital role in the lives 
of English-speaking 
seniors, many of whom 
are unilingual and 
lack internet access.

Community newspapers 
are staff ed by dedicated 
journalists who leverage 
the trust they have 
gained from years of 
community involvement 
to cover stories that 
make national headlines. 

FACTS

VISIT QCNA.CA FOR MORE 
INFORMATION AND RESOURCES.

Community media contributes 
to better informed citizens: 

respondents in communities with 
local papers are 15 percentage 

points more informed about 
local news and information 

than those without one.
SOURCE: BENEFITS AND IMPACT OF

COMMUNITY MEDIA IN VARIOUS 
COMMUNITIES ACROSS QUEBEC, 2019

Local community newspapers 
remain the favourite source for 
local news. Local information 
is the top reason people read 
their community newspaper.

SOURCE: 2018 TOTUM RESEARCH STUDY 
OF MORE THAN 2,000 CANADIANS

More than 450 Canadian news 
outlets have closed since 2008. 

At least one-third of 
Canadian journalism jobs 

have disappeared since 2010. 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF 

CANADIAN HERITAGE

https://qcna.qc.ca/
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http://www.lortierefrigeration.ca/
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BLACK
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5th Annual Heritage Awards Dinner
Saturday, May 28, 2022
Cocktails at 6pm – Dinner at 7pm
Chalet Bellevue
Tickets $50.00 per person
Reservations: mhha98@hotmail.com

Annual General Meeting
Sunday, June 5, 1:30 pm
Chalet Bellevue

http://www.lorislinks.com
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https://granitenadon.com/en
https://lessentiers.ca/en/
https://www.servicecapital.ca/
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http://www.cmcveigh.com
http://www.dentisteprevost.com/home.html
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http://www.lyndsaywood.com


15main.street@xplornet.caMay 2022MAIN STREET

Photo: L-R: Raymond Carrière (Grand Knight of Che-
valiers de Colomb of Lachute), Marie-Isabelle Poupart 
(Director General of the FHA), Michel Joly (family 
director of Chevaliers de Colomb of Lachute)

https://yesmontreal.ca/
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https://luaurestaurant.com/accueil

