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www.laurentianlakesidecottages.com

See 
p.14 for 
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See p.3 for Ad

Lucyne FARAND
514 952-6316 lucynefarand.com

http://www.locationdanielboivin.com
http://www.equipemillion.com
http://www.pickrellsicecream.com
http://gillianhartley.com
http://www.laurentianlakesidecottages.com
http://www.philippamurray.com
http://www.lyndsaywood.com
http://www.lyndsaywood.com/
http://www.sue-singleton.com
http://www.rachellebery.ca
http://www.lucynefarand.com
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REACHING 384,000 OF READERS ACROSS ALL ENGLISH QUEBEC COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS

#newsmatters FEATURE
REACHING 384,000 OF READERS ACROSS ALL ENGLISH QUEBEC COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS

A s younger readers turn in-
creasingly to social media 
platforms and mobile apps 

for news, newspapers across 
the country are wrestling with 
the question of how to keep 
younger readers engaged with 
their content, while continu-
ing to publish the print publi-
cations that older generations 
rely on. Quebec’s community 
newspapers are confronted 
with the same puzzle. Here are 
three creative ways that QCNA 
member papers have connect-
ed with younger readers.

IT’S A SNAP 
Data from News Media Can-
ada con� rms the cliché that 
Millennials are less likely than 
older generations to get news 
from print newspapers – 42 per 
cent of self-identi� ed Boomers 
prefer to access news in print 
compared with only 27 per cent 
of Millennial/Gen Y readers. 
However, nearly 90 per cent of 
Millennial and Gen Y readers 
engage with news content; they 
are just more likely to do so on 
a smartphone or laptop than 
with a print newspaper. 

Lily Ryan, publisher of the West 
Quebec Post, Gatineau Bulletin, 
Pontiac Journal and Aylmer Bul-
letin and mother of two teenage 
daughters, enjoys telling a par-
ticular story that illustrates this 
– and illustrates the fact that 
the stories published in com-
munity newspapers still reso-
nate with young readers. 

“Shortly before the pandem-
ic, my daughters’ friends were 
chatting in the kitchen and I 
heard one of them say, ‘Did you 
hear Rosie’s mom was on the 
front page of the Bulletin? She 
won the marathon!’ I thought, 
‘How cute! The kids read the 
Bulletin!” Actually, someone 
le�  the paper sitting out on the 
table and a kid saw it, took a 
picture of it and shared it on 
Snapchat.  That’s how that 
story got from one medium to 
another and one generation to 
another,” she recalled. “Local 
news is still of top interest.”

The incident pushed Ryan to re-
think her papers’ social media 
strategy. Although all four pa-
pers use social media to share 
news, Ryan ultimately decid-
ed she didn’t have the time or 
money to invest further in web-
sites. However, she did receive 
a Quebec government grant to 
support a digital transition. As 
a � rst step, the paper is equip-
ping sta�  with the same smart-
phones its readers use, and in-
vesting in training sta� .

STARTING IN SCHOOLS
The Gaspé Spec in the Gaspé 
Peninsula region is one of sev-
eral community newspapers 
that work with local public 
schools. At the beginning of the 
2021-22 school year, through 
funding from the Community 
Media Strategic Support Fund, 
the Spec sent kits with camer-
as, recorders, notebooks and 
journalism guides to all English 
and Indigenous public schools 
in its coverage area, along with 
monthly suggestions for topics 
to cover. 

“We’re sending them remind-
ers that the Spec would like to 
hear from them and that we’re 
there to support them, and 
we’re starting to reap the ben-
e� ts of that,” said Spec publish-
er Penny MacWhirter. Schools 
“are contacting us and, as a 
result, our readers are learning 
about all the exciting activities 
happening in those schools.” 

In the future, MacWhirter 
hopes that when young peo-
ple “have something exciting 
that they want to tell the pub-
lic about, Spec will come to 
mind right away. ‘We’re doing 
a fundraiser for school; let’s 
write something and send it 
to Spec.’  One article at a time, 
MacWhirter and her colleagues 
are creating a new generation 
of Spec readers. 

THE WELCOME WAGON
Every September, Bishop’s Uni-
versity in Lennoxville, the only 
English-language university in 
Quebec outside of Montreal, 

welcomes thousands of stu-
dents from across the country 
and abroad. Publisher Sharon 
McCully and her colleagues 
at the Sherbrooke Record see 
these students as new neigh-
bours and potential readers.

Three years ago, the Record 
worked with a group of Bish-
op’s students to produce a vid-
eo tour of Lennoxville. “We did 
a walking tour and said ‘Here’s 
the pub and here’s where you 
can get pizza and health food.’ 
We can’t expect students to 
come from another part of the 
country and embrace a com-
munity they know nothing 
about. So, it’s a bit of a greet-
ing, ‘Hi, welcome to the whole 
community, not just Bishop’s. 
Meet your neighbours,’” Mc-
Cully said.  

Traditionally, at the beginning 
of every school year, the Record 
also o� ers a free digital sub-
scription to students at Bishop’s 
and at Champlain Regional 
College, the local English-lan-
guage CEGEP. Students see 
volunteer opportunities in the 
paper and get involved in orga-
nizations like Meals on Wheels. 
“It helps them see that they’re 
part of a community, and learn 
about what’s going on o�  cam-
pus,” she said. “All they have to 
do is log on.”

Community 
newspapers 

encourage 
young readers

 NEWS FOR YOUTH:

This             Quebec Community Newspaper Association special feature is made possible through the generous support of our sponsors:This             Quebec Community Newspaper Association special feature is made possible through the generous support of our sponsors:This             Quebec Community Newspaper Association special feature is made possible through the generous support of our sponsors:

BY RUBY IRENE PRATKA

...someone left  the 
paper sitting out on 
the table and a kid 
saw it, took a picture 
of it and shared it 
on Snapchat. That’s 
how that story got 
from one medium 
to another and one 
generation to 
another...
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Marie-Hélène Gaudreau
MP for Laurentides–Labelle @MHGaudreauBQ

For mysecond
term, I am
determined to

defend the
interests

of my fellow
citizens.

Do not hesitate to join myteam :
1 866 440-3091 | MH.Gaudreau@parl.gc.ca

Marie
-
Hélèn
e
Gaud
reau

In this summer season, let's
encourage local purchasing
and our local businesses!

Let's discover or rediscover
the Laurentians region!

Marie-Hélène Gaudreau
member of parliament
LAURENTIDES–LABELLE

1 844 750-1650 | MH.Gaudreau@parl.gc.ca

http://www.mh.gaudreau@parl.qc.ca
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By Kristi Kane

A comedy 

PeRFE
CT

Timing
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http://www.equipemillion.com
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Ethnologist Marcel Griaule recorded the story of Sirius and its spiritual connections to the Dogan tribe 
of Sangha village, Mali, circa 1935. Photo Credit:  Fonds Marcel Griaule; Bibliothèque Éric-de-Dampi-
erre, MAE, Université de Paris Ouest Nanterre La Défense.
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http://www.artbysandybaylin.com
http://www.lorislinks.com
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MRC des Laurentides, des Pays-d’en’Haut 
and south Antoine-labelle

In the current context of confinement, we offer videoconference meetings and activities at our offices. 

For info please contact:  819 717-9646
communication@palliacco.org  www.palliacco.org

http://granitenadon.com
http://www.lessentiers.ca
http://www.lessentiers.ca
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http://www.propanelevac.com
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http://www.lyndsaywood.com
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http://www.scoopetsucre.com
http://www.golfarundel.com
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