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NEWS BITS FOR 
MAY

Franke Volvo of Sainte-Ag-
athe-des-Monts undergoing 
major renovations. 
Since the month of August 2015, the 
management of Franke Volvo undertook a 
major renovation of the Volvo dealership, 
located at 180, rue Principale. The aim of 
the project, of nearly a million dollars, is 
to adapt the dealership to the new Volvo 
international standards, VRE “Volvo Retail 
Experience.” These standards are meant 
to provide the best customer experience 
to match the latest generation of Volvos, 
such as the new generation, XC90, now 
appearing on the world markets. Phase 1, 
the new exterior, was completed this winter. Currently, phase 2 is underway, inside the 
building. All work should be done by the end of May.

According to the President of Franke Volvo, Bernard Franke, “During this period, all 
departments of Franke Volvo will remain open, including parts, sales and service. We 
apologize for any inconvenience. The end goal is to better serve our customers. “ Franke 
Volvo is Canada’s most successful Volvo dealer with 20 awards for excellence, and has a 
long list of successes in racing and preparation of police cars during the 80’s and 90’s. The 
Franke Family has been doing business in Sainte-Agathe-des-Monts since 1957. 

New firefighters of the 
MRC d’Argenteuil awarded 
diplomas
It is with great pride that the MRC 
d’Argenteuil, and the National Fire 
Academy in Quebec, recently held a 
formal graduation for 56 firefighters who, 
in 2014 and 2015, successfully completed 
their courses, Firefighter I and Firefighter 
II. The ceremony was held at the Kevin 
Lowe - Pierre Pagé Arena in Lachute, 
where firefighters from nine local municipalities of the MRC were officially presented with 
their training certificates. In the presence of the Prefect of the MRC d’Argenteuil, Mr. Scott 
Pearce, the registrar of the National Fire Academy in Quebec (ENPQ), Benoît Laroche, 
presented diplomas to 139 new firefighters from the MRC d’Argenteuil.

New organic waste 
collection service
The MRC des Pays d’en Haut, and the municipality 
of Piedmont, are proud to announce the launch of 
the new service to collect organic waste, effective as 
of May 4. To ensure exemplary support of citizens 
and the effective dissemination of information, the 
municipality of Piedmont has enlisted the services of 
Ms. Stéphanie Legault as a management consultant for 
residual material,. Ms. Legault, and her ambassadors, 
will promote awareness, inform and advise the 
population in relation to the management of organic 
matter.

Piedmont residents will receive two bins; a rolling 
brown bin of 240 liters and a mini-bin for the kitchen. 
Paper bags, an explanatory guide and a sticker, which 
will serve as a reminder for accepted materials, will 
also be supplied. 

New 
appointment
The team of the City of Mont-Tremblant welcomes 
Julie Godard as Deputy Director General effective as 
of May 16. Hiring was endorsed by members of the 
Agglomeration Council at a special meeting, which 
took place on April 4, 2016.

Ms. Godard has degrees in law and business 
administration (MBA). She has over ten years of 
HR management experience, corporate and public 
organization. Since 2012, she has been the Executive 
Director of the Municipality of Rivière Rouge. She has 
also been a member of the Quebec Bar since 1991 and 
is a certified mediator.

Laurentian Club Report
Louise Bloom – Of Wonderland
Sheila Eskenazi – Main Street
Well-known Morin Heights artist, Louise Bloom, presented a 
fascinating peek into her creative process at the Laurentian 
Club’s April meeting. She began at the beginnings of her rela-
tionship with Alice in Wonderland, from her father’s reading 
it to her as a toddler, explaining the images as the story. 

Bloom took the audience through the path of her inspiration 
as she described how it is an actual physical feeling, a sense 
of excitement felt in her chest and back. Inspiration is “a great 
inhalation, a surge of energy that fills the whole being.” She 
examines those thoughts as problems that require solutions and the images grow from there as 
nature, art, object, poem or sometimes a complete vision.

Alice, as a pure vision, the simple heroine voyage, multilayered with meanings, whose mushroom 
is a mushroom cloud, places herself in the universe. Bloom expresses her Alice through prints 
and paintings, recasting and reinterpreting well-know characters, giving them new meaning and 
powers, often working from Tenniel’s original illustrations, but adding layers and imagery based 
on themes such as consumerism, appetite, desire and destruction. 

The artist’s book is one of her preferred forms, images folded together accordion-style to tell a 
more complete story. She also paints large canvasses in oil and is working not only on print-
making, but sharing her love and knowledge with young people. 

While her muse has moved on, her website displays many of the remarkable works Louise Bloom 
produced over the years of her engagement with Alice. You can explore it at www.LouiseBloom.com.

The next meeting of the Laurentian is the AGM Luncheon on May 16 at the Auberge du Vieux 
Foyer, where Theatre Morin Heights will present a staged reading of Colleen Curran’s Amelia 
Earhart Was Not a Spy. For more information or to reserve, contact TheLaurentianClub@gmail.
com or call 819-326-6872.

STRICTLY BUSINESS 
By Lori Leonard - Main Street

Congratulations to:

Daniel Desjardins, new Director General of Fondation Médicale des Laurentides et des 
Pays-d’en-Haut, 50 Corbeil, Ste. Agathe. Daniel was Director of the Chamber of Commerce, 
Ste. Agathe from 2000 to 2016. The mission of the Fondation Médicale is to improve and 
maintain the health and well-being of the Laurentian population by acquiring modernized 
medical equipment for Hôpital Laurentien, 7 CLSC’s, 5 CHSLD’s, 3 medical centers and 
COOP Santé. The foundation serves 32 municipalities within the MRC des Laurentides et 
Pays d’en Haut and St. Donat. During the last 26 years, more than 6.5 million dollars has 
been invested in medical equipment. Best of luck Daniel!  For info or donations, call 819 
323-4565. 

Lisette Malo, who retired after working 46 years at the pharmacy at 70, rue Principale, St. 
Sauveur. During her tenure, there were four separate owners of this pharmacy. They took 
Lisette for lunch recently to bid her happy retirement. Lisette looks forward to volunteer 
work and knitting.

Restaurant Maestro, 339, Rue Principale, St. Sauveur, that recently celebrated their 25th 
anniversary. A great landmark for owner Sylvain and the employees. 450 227-2999 / 
restaurantmaestro.com.

Suzanne Legault, Director of Centre de Zoothérapeute, who celebrates her 10th 
anniversary. Suzanne would like to thank all those who have financially supported her 
organization, including individuals, social clubs, financial institutions, towns, school 
commissions, community organizations and foundations. Also, a huge thank you to all the 
volunteers, the Board of Directors and, of course, all the furry friends who participated. 
450 240-0371, zootherapia.com. 

Did you know:

You can take an amazing group photo course called Get to know your Camera? Everything 
you always wanted to know about your camera made easy. The course will provide you 
with tips to spark your creativity, with excellent hands-on information. Included are fun 
group outings for photo shoots in the Laurentians. You’ll benefit by taking excellent photos 
of your travels, Laurentian scenery, or candid shots of your family, friends or pets. Despina 
Ionadis, 514 779-8074, tgvphoto.com.  

Fondation Médical des Laurentides et des Pays d’en Haut holds a used clothing sale 
called L’Ouvroir? If you have slightly used clothing or articles you no longer want, drop 
them off at 50 Corbeil St., Ste. Agathe. Funds raised from the sale of these items are used 
to purchase new medical equipment for Hôpital Laurentien. If your items are too large, call 
819 323-4565 or e-mail daniel@fondationmedicale.com to arrange for pick-up.

Boutique Lisa Rose has recently moved to 283, Rue Principale, St. Sauveur?
Owner, Joel, will be pleased to show you his new boutique, which includes unique 
Italian imported clothing for women, lovely jewelry and accessories. 450 232-1892 / 
boutiquelisarose@hotmail.com.

Landscape architect, Richard Moore, FCSLA will open an exciting new landscape-design 
firm called Chapître 5? The firm will be located at his new home in Morin Heights. 
Richard’s specialties will include landscape architectural consulting, development of 
high-end, residential master plans and projects, detailed design, tourism projects, etc… 
Richard brings with him several years of landscape architectural expertise. 514 717-1446 
or chapitre5.com.

Annie Gaudet, owner of Couleur Café, has recently opened a second location at 900 ch. 
du Domaine Guindon, Ste. Agathe? The original Couleur Café, 1040 rue Principale, Ste. 
Agathe has been open for 10 years. They offer muffins, scones and biscotti, soups, salads 
and sandwiches, 819 326-0723 or couleurcafe.ca.

Pascale Tremblay, the well-known real estate agent in the Laurentians, has recently 
joined Sutton Humania, 204, Rue Principale, St. Sauveur? Pascale resides in St. Sauveur 
and is looking forward to her new mandate. Best of luck Pascale! 450 822-1858 or 
suttonhumania.com. 

Photo: Mme. Stéphanie Legault, 
M. Clément Cardin and M. Joël Badertscher. 












































